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the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the
Apostles. As we hear in today’s Gospel,
Luke dedicates his defenceto anunknown
high Roman official, his excellency
Theophilus. Luke will defend Christianity
against the accusations of the Romans.
Luke will portray the founder of
Christianity as a figure of nobility,
grace and charm; a man who breathed
kindliness and graciousness. Luke will
show that Jesus and his followers were
found innocent by the representatives
of the Roman law: Pilate declares three
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Faith in Action Meeting - Wednesday 22nd January

Pilgrims of Hope Jubilee in our Diocese

6:30pm - 8:00pm E% e @ @

This is our first Faith in Action meeting of 2025 and is
open to all young parishioners from age 11 to 18.

At this meeting, we would particularly like to extend a
warm invitation to all our young people who have been
Confirmed, as we are really lucky to have Lorraine
Leonard, diocesan youth ministry lead, attend to speak
about an exciting new opportunity for all our confirmed
young people. Our Faith in Action meetings allow our
youth to play an integral role in service both during mass
and in our wider parish. Everyone aged 11 to 18 is
welcome! If you would like any further details please see
Claire Cull at the end of 11am Sunday mass at St Mary's.

Pope Francis has declared that the year 2025 will
be a Holy Year of Jubilee for the - 3

Catholic Church. S

| | 57 ¢

There are a few copies of our guide to ‘Lﬁ
PiLGRY

Celebrating The Jubilee of Hope
booklet at the back of church. Please only take one
if you can’t access the website copy on the dioce-
san website www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/jubilee-
booklet

Pilgrims of Hope Jubilee Booklet

Salford Diocese Information

Parish Administrator - Closing date 20/1

We are looking to recruit a suitable person to fill the role
here in the Parish. The full job description and application
is on the link below or see Fr Joe to find out more/get a
copy. In brief it is 9 hours per week-Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 9.30am-12.30pm.

Vacancies - Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford

Introduction to the New Testament
The next of our monthly study sessions :-

Thursday 23rd January -

(The Synoptic Problem) & Synoptic Gospels
Thursday 13th February -
Synoptic Gospels—Parables & Miracles!

Venue -
Time -

St Mary’s Church Hall
6.30pm - 7.30pm

Sanctuary Candles

There are no candle dedications this week.

You can dedicate one of the candles at

St Mary’s in loving memory, in thanksgiving, or for special
Intentions . (You must get permission from any

living beneficiary of a dedication).

The dedication is printed and placed on the altar for the week.
Parishioners attending Mass can then pray for your intention.
After the dedication has been displayed for the week you can
take the printed sheet to keep if you wish.

When you dedicate a candle, your donation helps us fund the
many candles we use in church. Thank you!

Forms for Masses and Candles are at the back of church.

Donations Acknowledged

Francis House and Caritas have thanked us for £91.49 and
£22 .11 sent to them in December. Please see notice boards
for the letters. Thank you!

Thank you! It's my last time putting our newsletter together
and I'd like to thank all who have helped me in my role as
Parish Administrator and all those volunteers who I've seen

contributing so much to our Parish! God Bless! Dewcse

Marriage Course

The Parish of Our Lady's in Moss Side is set to hold a
Marriage Course, taking place next month. The
course will last four weeks, taking place on the four
Sundays of February, beginning at 3pm. To find out
more or register, please call the parish on 0161 226
1730.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes Bookings are now
being taken for the 2025 Diocesan Pilgrimage to
Lourdes. This year's pilgrimage will take place
between 31st July and 6th August. For more infor-
mation on how to book as a pilgrim or register as a
volunteer, please visit https://
www.salfordlourdes.co.uk

Jubilee Resources Want to learn more about our
Pilgrims of Hope Jubilee? Want to find out how we're
observing the Holy Year in our diocese? The Diocese
of Salford's website has a range of information to
accompany you this Jubilee Year, with information
on our Designated Churches, upcoming pilgrimages,
and a range of different resources. Explore more

at https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/jubilee-
2025

Caritas Sunday - 26 January. This annual
occasion is a great opportunity to celebrate work of
our diocesan charity, Caritas Diocese of Salford. To
find out more about the work of Caritas Salford and
how you can get involved, please visit https://
www.caritassalford.org.uk/campaign/caritas-
sunday/. Please keep our charity in your prayers.
Accessible Prayer Walk

The Diocese of Salford's Laudato Si' Centre is teaming
up with diocesan charity Caritas Salford to host an
accessible prayer walk. The session offers an
opportunity to explore the beautiful, accessible
grounds of the Laudato Si' Centre along with a
peaceful prayer reflection, taking place between 10
and 11.30am on Friday 31 January. Find out more
and register by emailing laudato-
si@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time * Peace Day
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Bountiful
generosity

The story of the wedding feast at
Cana is so familiar to most of us
that we can be at risk of glossing
over it. We hear the words of
a miracle taking place and of
Mary prompting her son into
action. But maybe we see this in a
different time or for other people.
Sometimes we miss the most
important part of this miracle - the
sheer generosity of God.There were

1 Sarmuel 1:1-8
Mark 1:14-20

saigh 62:1-5
1 Cainthians 12.4-11
John 2:1-11
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1 Samuel 1920
Mark 1:21-28

six stone water jars holding up to
thirty gallons each. Jesus created
what today would be 900 bottles
of wine! Can you imagine holding
a party and having 900 bottles of
wine? It would be completely over
the top! Yet this is God's creative
and redeeming power, a power
that is so over the top it provides
everything we need anda love that
has no end. And this is what is at
the heart of a Jubilee Year, where
faith, hope and love abound.

Neil Foley is from Wexford, Ireland,

where he lives with his wife, Helen, and

twingirls, Zélieand Martha He works
full-timeas an environmental saentist
butis also alay missionarywith the

Redemptorists, a retreat facilitatorand a

spiritual writer

1 Sarmud 3:1-10, 1920
Mark 129.39

1 Samud 4:1-11
Mark 1:40-45

and Sr Janat Fearms FMOM. Copyright © Redermpiortst Publicatons, Chaton
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recently officiated at the

wedding of a young couple

who felt they somehow knew
me better than they knew the
new parish priest. | readily obliged
and the service went exactly as
planned. The trouble started at the
reception when, after much wine
had been consumed, a fight broke
out involving several people from
both families and was only stopped
when the mothers of the bride and
groom stood on a table together
and screamed for quiet. In the
silence that followed, they jauntily
descended and ordered drinks for
everyone.

The danger at this wedding was
not that the group were running
out of wine but some guests were
runningout of respect and courtesy.

F'ridaAyA24 — Sunday 26 January:

J)

This was reversed, thanks to the
authority of two brave mothers. At
the wedding feast in Cana, it is the
authority of the mother of Jesus
that leads towards the solution of
the lack of wine when she instructs
the servants: “Do whatever he tells
you." The steward is astonished
at the quality of the water turned
into wine - not the plonk you
might suspect to be served at
this point, but gallons of the
choicest wine.

This illustrates a beautiful
point in John's Prologue: “From
his fulness we have all received,
grace upon grace" That includes
all of us.

FrDenis McBride’s many books, CDs and
DVDs are available from Redemptorist

Publcations, wwwrpbooks.co.uk
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Jubilee of the World of

Communication

“Emails, text messages, social
networks and chats can
also be fully human forms
of communication. It is not
technology which determines
whether or notcommunicationis
authentic, but rather the human
heart and our capacity to use
wisely the means at our disposal.
Social networks can facilitate
relationships and promote the
good of society, but they can
also lead to further polarisation
and division between individuals
and groups. The digital world is a
public square, a meeting-place

1 Sarmud 84-7, 1022 Acts2
Mark 2:1-12

§223160r 9
Mark 16:15-18

where we can either encourage
or demean one another, engage
in a meaningful discussion or
unfair attacks. | pray that this
Jubilee Year, lived in mercy,‘may
open us to even more fervent
dialogue so that we might
know and understand one
another better; and that it may
eliminate every form of closed-
mindedness and disrespect,
and drive out every form of
violence and discriminations
(Misericordiae Vultus, 23)"

Pope Francis, Messageforthe 50th

Warld Communications Day, 2016

e. @ Amen

1-22 Nehemiah &2-6,8-10 P

1 Codnthians 12:12-30 .
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 ca n_
footprint
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