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3rd Sunday of Advent 

14th December 2025 

The Word This Week  

 

This Sunday is called “Gaudete” Sunday — “Rejoice Sunday”. This comes from the readings 
we hear today, and it underlines an important point. In the Gospel, we hear John the Baptist 
telling different groups what to do - they must repent, and change their lives. We might 
think of this as a rather joyless thing - something which is hard and unrewarding. The mes-
sage of this Sunday is that repentance and changing our lives to welcome Jesus is some-
thing richly joyful. When we are planning to welcome anyone we love to our homes, we set 
about cleaning and preparing for their visit with enthusiasm - nothing is too much trouble 
for someone we care for greatly. Even scrubbing the bath or polishing the furniture can be 
a happy and joyful thing! The message of this Sunday is that preparing to welcome the Lord 
- even though it may involve hard work - is something utterly joyful, be cause of our love 
for Him, and His love for us  



Mass Times  14th December 2025 

Sunday  14th Vigil  -Saturday  13th 

Sunday Morning 

  

4pm  -  Teresa Mitchell (A)                                                                                                          

11am  - Parish 

 

Monday  15th    Mass 9.30am –Mrs Ruane & Family 

Tuesday  16th No Mas  

Wednesday  

17th 

 Mass  

 

 10am –Requiem Mass  

John Walsh 

6.30pm  Faith in Action film night 

 

Thursday  18th  

 Mass                  

 

6pm Exposition 

6.30pm– Mary Keaveney 

Friday  19th  Mass  

 

9.30 - James McDonald  (A) 

 

Saturday  20th 

Sunday  21st 

Vigil Mass    

 

4pm—Paul McDonald (RIP) 

11am – Parish 

Saturday & 

Sunday 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

Available 30 minutes prior to the 

start of Mass 

Mass Intentions. 

All the December Masses have now been        

allocated, we will now forward any intentions to 

Fr Laurence Gambella, to be said on our behalf.  

We will start allocating Masses again from the 

1st  January 2026. 

Mass Offerings :- These Masses will be offered by 

Fr Laurence Gambella, on behalf of the Parish:- 

Tom Lally 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Please obtain permission from any living beneficiary of 

a Mass offering before sending it in.)                                                                                                  

Vigil Mass; 4pm St Mary’s, Denton ; 5pm St Josephs, Reddish; and 6.30pm Holy Family, Dane Bank         

 Sunday Morning;  9am St Joseph’s, Reddish; 10am Holy Family, Dane Bank and 11am St Mary’s, Denton 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Altar Prayer Candles W/C  14th December 2025 

The Sanctuary  

Sacred Heart  

Our Lady  Anthony Scanlon 

What’s coming up in our parish 

December 

 

Wednesday 17th December Faith in Action 

6.30pm to 8.30pm in the Parish Hall 

Scripture Course 

Wednesday Evening from 6.30m in the Parish 

Hall.  The dates are:   

2026  28th January;  11th February; 4th March; 

1st April  (Holy Week); 6th May; 11th June 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Wed :  24th December 

     4.30pm Carols 

     5pm First Mass of Christmas    

              VIGIL 

Thur :  25th Christmas Day 

     11am Mass 

 

 

Christmas Hamper Raffle. 
Congratulation to Helen Fairhurst, who won the  Christmas Hamper. 
To total raised from the raffle was £434.00. 

Recent deaths in our Parish  

The death has occurred of  John Walsh . Our 

prayers and condolences go to his family and 

friends. His Requiem Mass will be on                

Wednesday 17th December at 10am. 

May he rest in peace. 

 

New  Monthly youth Group for Yr4,5 & 6  

                     Christmas Day—Meal 
 
 
Anyone who will be on their own on 
Christmas day, will be very welcome to join Councillor 
Denise Ward at    Victoria Park Community Centre, 
between 12 and 3pm for a Christmas lunch. Please let 
Councillor Ward know if you wish to attend phone 
0161 336 6121  
or email Denise.ward@tameside.gov.uk 

As part of our young people's Faith in Action                   

programme, from 22nd October 2025, we will be 

offering a group for children in school years 4, 

5 and 6.  

The group will take place monthly and be from 

6:30pm until 7:30pm.   

Our Faith in Action young people will run it 

(though there will be adult supervision as well) and 

it will consist of liturgy alongside games and                         

activities.   

There is a maximum of 20 places and this will be 

on a first come first serve basis. The dates are as 

follows: 17/12/25; 21/01/26; 25/02/26; 

18/03/26;  22/04/26; 20/05/26; 17/06/26 

This is a lovely opportunity to allow our Faith in                

Action young people to develop their skills   further 

as well as bringing the young of the     Parish to-

gether. 

If you are interested in your child attending or 

would like any further information please could you 

speak to Claire Cull after Sunday mass for a pa-

rental application form. 

Food Bank Donations 

Please donate something for the food bank at this 

time of heavy demand.  There is a box at the back 

of church.  

Suggested items needed:  

Tinned Vegetables; corned Beef; Curry; stew’  

spaghetti; soup; etc 

Other Items: 

Long life milk; tea; coffee; sugar Jars of Pasta or 

Curry sauces; Rice; Savoury Rice; Noodles; 

Smash; Baked Beans’ Jam; Cordial; etc 

Christmas Treats for Children 

Thank you for your continued support 

December Carol Services: Diocese of Salford Schools' 

Singing Programme 

The Diocese of Salford Schools’ Singing Programme 

will be hosting a series of free carol services in 

churches across the diocese this December. Each 

service begins at 6.30pm and includes traditional 

carols and readings as part of a one-hour pro-

gramme. Find your nearest service at https://

dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/whats-on/ 

Food Bank Christmas meal donations 

Fresh items such as chickens, vegetables and 

fruit can be brought to the entrance of St Mary’s 

Church Hall on Monday 22nd December 

and  Tuesday 23rd December from 10am to 

12noon  These will then be taken to the Food 

bank, each day, for those in need.  If you can’t get 

to church they can collect items on those days. 

Phone or text Anne and Brian Fox on 

07379794924 to arrange a time. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c%26id%3D58c86f53a4%26e%3D049e1db4c6&data=05%7C02%7Crcdenton%40dioceseofsalford.org.uk%7C5e8fb8d81249493ead5c0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c%26id%3D58c86f53a4%26e%3D049e1db4c6&data=05%7C02%7Crcdenton%40dioceseofsalford.org.uk%7C5e8fb8d81249493ead5c0

