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There is [an] instrument that | would
like to recommend to you: sacred
scripture... We use its words to go
beyond conceptions and reach
silence. How do you do that? Take
a scripture passage, “On the last
and greatest of the feast days, Jesus
stood up and said in a loud voice, ‘Let
whoever is thirsty come to me and
drink” Suppose that when you read
it you are touched by Jesus’ words.
What are you to do? Recite this line
in your heart: “Let whoever is thirsty
come to me and drink!” Repeat,
repeat, until your heart is satisfied.
There is no need to think about the
meaning of the words, because your
heart knows the meaning...

Soon the reaction will be silence, and
in silence you will find God.

There is another way to use
scripture. You remain in silence,
looking and listening. That will lead
you to silence. And when you reach
this deep tranquility, recall a line from
the Bible.

Do you know what will happen?The
words of scripture will seem etched
in your heart. They will have such a
strong meaning that it will deepen
the silence. They have a meaning
beyond the mind. Could these words
disturb your silence? No! It is like the
peace and quiet of evening, and you
hear a bird or the tolling of a church
bell and these sounds deepen your
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The Word This Week

This is one way to use the words  silence.
of scripture, to go beyond them, to

g 3 Anthony de Mello SJ, Walking on Water
silence. Read, recite, and respond.

We can never hope fully to understand God: especially God’s generosity. We are very good at working out who is deserving of good
fortune and who is not - unfortunately for us, God’s gifts go to those God chooses, not those we choose. An example is forgiveness:

The more joy you share, the more joy you create.

Pope Leo XIV T those who have done the most wrong are those who receive the greatest forgiveness when they turn to God - perhaps at times we
sdeh 55560 begrudge this gift. Today’s lesson is simply this: God’s ways are not our ways, God’s thought are not our thoughts. “Why be envious,
Phiippians 120-24. 27 "
Matthew 20:1-16 because | a m generous?
Feast of the week
H H H Monday:
Praise God in Creation! Monday 21 September St 17,1113

Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures,
Especially Sir Brother Sun

St Matthew, Apostle Toesday:

Proverts 21:1-6. 10-13

Who is the day and through whom you give us light. and E\/angens’[ il
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour. Wednesday:
And bears a likeness of you, Most High One. St Matthew, the tax collector turned apostle, reminds I
us that no one is beyond the reach of grace. When
Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, Jesus called him Matthew didn't hesitate: he rose and g&‘xgw 1211
In heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful... followed. That moment of surrender transformed a Luka 9:7-9
man once seen as corrupt into a faithful witness of the Friday:
Praised be you, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, Gospel. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
Who sustains and governs us, Matthew's story is a testament to divine mercy. He A
And who produces various fruit with coloured flowersand herbs. didn’t earn his place among the apostles through ga':gay: R
St Frandis of Assisi, The Canticle of the Creatures virtue but through Chrl?t’s A imytation. ’.'“s Gospel LS‘CQQ%:5
reveals a heart attuned to justice, compassion and the
radical inclusivity of the kingdom. ot b G0

As we reflect on his call we're invited to examine Phiippians 2:1-11
our own readiness to follow. Are we willing to leave RORRIW Z1 252
behind what binds us - status, comfort, fear —and walk
in faith? St Matthew’s feast is not just a celebration of
his life, but a challenge to ours: to hear Jesus'voice and
respond with courage, humility and hope.

Loving Lord, you are our source of life,
love, and light. You are our joy and hope,
our home and security. Help us to spread
your sweetness everywhere. €& Amen.
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Mass Times 20th September 2026

Sunday 20th
September

Vigil - Saturday 19th

Sunday Morning

4pm - Parish

11am - John Kwong Kwan (A)

St Winefride's Well (Holywell)

A talk on St Winefride's Well (Holywell) will be
given by Professor Kathryn Hurlock on Saturday
26 September at St Ann's Parish Centre,
Stretford, M32 8LF.

The talk will begin at 10:30am and finish around
midday. There is a suggested donation of £5.

St Winefride was a 7th-century Christian martyr
and is the patron Saint of Holywell. Profes-

sor Hurlock is a renowned author on pilgrimages
and medieval history, and she teaches Religion
and Military History at Manchester Metropolitan
University.

Food Bank Donations

Demand is high at our local food bank at the
moment. Some families are struggling, if you are
able to donate a little to the Food banks, this will
go a long way to ease the pressure on some
families day to day lives. There is a box at the back
of church.

Suggested items needed:

Tinned Vegetables; corned Beef; Curry; stew’
spaghetti; soup; Long life milk; tea; coffee; sugar
Jars of Pasta or Curry sauces; Rice; Savoury Rice;
Noodles; Smash; Jam; Cordial; Dried food;

cereal; etc

Thank you for your continued support

Monday 21st Mass 9.30- lan John Stierl (A)
Tuesday 22nd | No Mass
Wednesday Mass 9.30- School Mass at St. John
23rd Fisher. Parishioners are welcome
to attend.
Thursday 24th | Exposition 6 pm
Mass 6.30pm - Stan Slade (LD)
Friday 25th Mass 9.30am - Tom Lally (RIP)
Saturday 26th | Vigil Mass 4pm-— Patrick Coriam (RIP)

Sunday 27th

11lam - Parish

Saturday &
Sunday

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Polite Reminder

We love our families coming to Mass but please
can we ask families with toddlers to refrain from
eating snacks during Mass. (Sadly we don’t have
regular cleaning at present). We have some
children's Missals to help them follow the Mass.

Available 30 minutes prior to the

start of Mass

Mass Offerings : Emily McDonald (A); Tom lally (RIP); Forgotten

Souls; Alice White (LD)

Please obtain permission from any living beneficiary of a Mass

offering before sending it in.)

Could you be called to serve the church as a
Permanent Deacon?

If you are a Catholic man interested in learning
more about the Permanent Diaconate in the Dio-
cese of Salford, please come along to the next
‘Come and See’ event, which takes place on
Saturday 3 October 2026 between 10am and 2pm.
The event will be held at St John Henry Newman
Parish

5 Roseneath Road, Urmston, Manchester, M41 5AX

There will be opportunities to talk to some of our
deacons and find out more about their journey and
the ministry without committing to anything

Pastoral Visits to Hospitals and Care Homes.

If you have a relative or friend who has been taken
into hospital or has moved into a Care home, and
requires a visit from a Catholic Priest/Chaplin for
Pastoral support, please ask the Nursing staff to
contact the local Hospital Catholic Chaplin or Parish
Priest in that area.

For Care home visits, this would have to be carried
out by the Parish Priest local to the home itself and
may be outside of our parish boundaries. Homes
that are in Stockport; Dukinfield and Hyde, are
located in the Diocese of Shrewsbury, and
unfortunately Priests from our Diocese have no
authorisation in these areas.

New Monthly youth Group for Yr4,5 & 6

As part of our young people's Faith in Action
programme, we will be offering a group for children

in school years 4, 5 and 6.

The group will take place monthly and be from
6:30pm until 7:30pm.

Our Faith in Action young people will run it (though

there will be adult supervision as well) and it will

consist of liturgy alongside games and
activities.
There is a maximum of 20 places and this will be on a

first come first serve basis.

This is a lovely opportunity to allow our Faith in
Action young people to develop their skills further as
well as bringing the young of the Parish together.

If you are interested in your child attending or would
like any further information please could you speak
to Claire Cull after Sunday mass for a parental
application form.

Red Mission Boxes

Any parishioners who have Red Mission Boxes, please bring them to be emptied. The Mill Hill Fathers rely on the

money raised from these boxes to finance their missionary work overseas and appreciate your support and generosity.

The red boxes are emptied every quarter— March, June, September and December.

Thank you, Paula & Dorothy

Altar Prayer Candles W/C 20th September 2026

The Sanctuary

Tom Lally Birthday Memories

Sacred Heart

Vincenta Delos Santos Ngayan

Our Lady

Anthony Scanlon

Altar Prayer Candles

Our Seven Day Candles can be lit next to the Sanctuary,
Our Lady’s Altar and The Sacred Heart Statue at St Mary’s.
To dedicate a candle for your own intentions please pick

up a green form at the back of church and return in an
envelope with your donation. This is another way for your
special intentions to be remembered and prayed for in
the Parish.

Vigil Mass; 4pm St Mary’s, Denton ; 5pm St Josephs, Reddish; and 6.30pm Holy Family, Dane Bank

Sunday Morning; 9am St Joseph’s, Reddish; 10am Holy Family, Dane Bank and 11am St Mary’s, Denton
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